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these years, both the Imam Yahya's relations with Great Britain and
King 'Abdu'l-'Aziz's relations with the two surviving Sashimi states
considerably improved ;x and this detente on their respective opposite
frontiers may have inclined the King and the Imam to become stiffer
in their relations with one another. At any rate, the signature of the
Anglo-YamanI treaty of the llth February, 1934, was immediately
followed by a fresh access of intransigence, on the Imam's part, in his
dealings with Ibn Sa'ud; and whether or not the Najdis correctly
interpreted the facts in arguing from post hoc to propter hoc in this
case, it is certain that this unfortunate turn in the Imam's policy,
whatever its cause, did precipitate the war between the Yaman and
Sa'udl Arabia which broke out a few weeks later.

The principal causes of this war are to be found in the local situa-
tion on the borders between the two Arabian empires, and it will be
convenient to trace the changes in this situation from the point to
which the narrative has been carried down in previous volumes.

The Sa'udl protectorate under which the Idrisiyah principality
had passed in 1926 had been petitioned for by the reigning Idrisi
Sayyid in order to save the remnant of his dominions from being
conquered by the Imam, who had taken the opportunity of the Najdi-
Hijazi War of 1924-5 to extend his own dominions at the Idrisi's
expense while the other two Arabian Powers were pre-occupied with
their struggle with one another.2 In granting his protectorate, Ibn
Sa'ud had been careful to limit its range to the territories which were
under the Idrisi's authority at the time de facto; and the result was a
virtual partition of the ci-devant Idrisiyah domain between Sa'udl
Arabia and the Yaman; for the Imam retained the conquests which
he had already made at the Idrisi's expense in the Southern Tihamah,
including the two ports of Luhayyah and Hudaydah, while in 1930
Ibn Sa'ud converted his protectorate over the northern remnant of
the principality into a regime which reduced the Idrisi to a cipher and
placed the province under the direct administration of Ibn Sa'ud's
own officers.3 Thenceforward, the two surviving Arabian Powers
marched with one another directly both on the Tihamah and on the
crest of the plateau which rises abruptly from the coastal plain; and
they were also in contact in the interior, in the district of Najran,
where the plateau gradually falls away eastward towards the Rub'ul-

1  For the improvement in Sa'udi-'Iraqi relations see section (ii) (c) of this
part above; for the improvement in Sa'iidi-Transjordanian relations see
section (x) ahove; for the improvement in relations between the Yaman and
Great Britain see section (xi) above.

2  See the Survey for 1925, vol. i, pp. 321-3; and the Survey for 1928, pp.
319-20.                                 3 See the Survey for 1930, p. 172, footnote 3.